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military occupation of Manchuria was merely tem-
porary. After the signature of the Peace Protocol
(September yth) the Court, relying on this assurance,
ordered him and his colleagues to present a formal
demand to the Russian Minister for the evacuation
of the three provinces and for the restoration to China
of the Shanhaikuan Railway, Prince Ch'ing, with
characteristic bad faith, threw over his colleague and
supported the absurd views of the Court, ~Li made
appeal to Her Majesty's common sense ^by asking
what alternative course was open to him. What
hope was there, for instance, of effective support
against Russia from either England or Japan f This
was at the end of October. The old man, between the
devil of M. Lessar, insistently pressing for his pound
of flesh, and the deep sea of China's utter helplessness,
had not the physical strength to bear up against the
troubles which now crowded upon him. The Yangtsze
Viceroys had jointly memorialised against ratifi-
cation of the Manchurian Convention, and the Court
approved their advice. The Manchus had eaten their
cake, but still wished to have it. Li was ordered to
remind his Russian friends of their repeated promises
to maintain the integrity of China, which the proposed
Convention was calculated to destroy. But M. Lessar,
angrily importunate, and mindful, no doubt, of things
privily said and done by Li when the " friendship "
was most needed, left him no peace. The Japanese
were also showing signs of irritable curiosity; Eng-
land, though preoccupied in the Transvaal, was
evidently perturbed, and it was therefore necessary
from the Russian point of view to confront them with
a fait accompli, spontaneously " conceded " by the
Chinese Government.